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1
CENTER OF GRAVITY DETERMINATION

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

This invention relates to testing and evaluation of objects
and to systems and methods to determine the center of gravity
of an object under testing and evaluation.

BACKGROUND

Various applications may benefit from an ability to deter-
mine the center of gravity of an object which may be of an
irregular shape, volume, and mass. One exemplary applica-
tion from the aerospace industry relates to radar cross-section
testing, during which objects such as a complete aircraft,
models thereof, or components thereof may be mounted on a
pylori and positioned in a radar test field. In order to balance
the object on the pylori it is useful to position the object such
that the object’s center of gravity is disposed proximate a
longitudinal axis that extends through the pylori. Thus, sys-
tems and methods to determine the center of gravity of the test
object may find utility.

SUMMARY

In various aspects, systems and methods to determine the
center of gravity of a device are provided. In some embodi-
ments, systems and methods as described herein first locate
the center of gravity of a test object in two axes when the
object is positioned in a first orientation. The object is then
rotated with respect to a third axis into a second orientation
and the center of gravity is determined in at least one of the
two axes. A change in the center of gravity between the first
orientation and the second orientation may be used to deter-
mine the center of gravity along the third axis. In an exem-
plary system the first and second axes are X and Y axes, and
the third axis is a Z axis.

Thus, in one embodiment there is provided a method to
determine a center of gravity of a three dimensional object
comprises positioning the object on a test platform in a first
orientation, determining a position of the center of gravity
along a first axis and a second axis when the object is in the
first orientation, rotating the object with respect to a third axis
which is substantially orthogonal to the first axis and the
second axis, determining a position of the center of gravity
along at least one of the first axis or the second axis when the
object is in the second orientation, and using a change in the
position of the center of gravity along the at least one of the
first axis or the second axis when the object is in the second
orientation to determine a position of the center of gravity
along the third axis.

In another embodiment there is provided a system to deter-
mine a center of gravity of a three dimensional object, com-
prising a frame, a test platform coupled to the frame and upon
which the object may be mounted. In some embodiments the
test platform is rotatable relative to the frame about an axis
between a first position in which the object is in a first orien-
tation and a second position in which the object is in a second
orientation. The system further comprises at least three load
cells coupled to the test platform to collect mass data related
to an object positioned on the test platform and a computer-
based processing device coupled to the at least three load
cells. The computer-based processing device comprises logic
instruction stored in a non-transitory computer readable
medium which, when executed by the processing device,
configures the processing device to receive a first data set
from the at least three load cells when the object is positioned
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on the test platform in the first orientation, determine a posi-
tion of the center of gravity along a first axis and a second axis
when the object is in the first orientation, and receive a second
data set from the at least three load cells when the object is
positioned on the test platform in the second orientation,
determine a position of the center of gravity along at least one
of the first axis or the second axis when the object is in the
second orientation, and use a change in the position of the
center of gravity along the at least one of the first axis or the
second axis when the object is in the second orientation to
determine a position of the center of gravity along the third
axis.

In another embodiment there is provided a computer-based
system to determine a center of gravity of a three dimensional
object comprising a non-transitory memory module, a com-
puter-based processing device coupled to memory, and logic
instruction stored in the non-transitory memory module
which, when executed by the processing device, configures
the processing device to receive a first data set from at least
three load cells coupled to a test platform holding a the object
in a first orientation, determine a position of the center of
gravity along a first axis and a second axis in three dimen-
sional space when the object is in the first orientation, receive
a second data set from the at least three load cells when the
object is positioned on the test platform in a second orienta-
tion, different from the first orientation, determine a position
of'the center of gravity along at least one of the first axis orthe
second axis when the object is in the second orientation, and
use a change in the position of the center of gravity along the
at least one of the first axis or the second axis when the object
is in the second orientation to determine a position of the
center of gravity along the third axis.

The features, functions and advantages discussed herein
can be achieved independently in various embodiments
described herein or may be combined in yet other embodi-
ments, further details of which can be seen with reference to
the following description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed description is described with reference to the
accompanying figures.

FIGS. 1 and 2 are schematic, perspective views of a system
for center of gravity determination in accordance with some
embodiments.

FIG. 3 is a schematic, top view of a system for center of
gravity determination in accordance with some embodi-
ments.

FIG. 4 is schematic, side view of a system for center of
gravity determination in accordance with some embodiments

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of a computing system in
which portions of a system for center of gravity determination
may be implemented according to embodiments.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating operations in a method of
center of gravity determination, according to embodiments.

FIG. 7 is a schematic illustration of a geometric model for
center of gravity determination according to embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Described herein are exemplary systems and methods for
center of gravity determination. In the following description,
numerous specific details are set forth to provide a thorough
understanding of various embodiments. However, it will be
understood by those skilled in the art that the various embodi-
ments may be practiced without the specific details. In other
instances, well-known methods, procedures, components,
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and circuits have not been illustrated or described in detail so
as not to obscure the particular embodiments.

FIGS. 1 and 2 are schematic, perspective views of a system
for center of gravity determination in accordance with some
embodiments, and FIG. 3 is a schematic, top view of a system
for center of gravity determination in accordance with some
embodiments. Referring to FIGS. 1-3, in one embodiment a
wire detection system 100 comprises a frame 110, a test
platform 140 coupled to the frame 110 and upon which the
object may be mounted. The test platform 140 may be rotated
relative to the frame 110 about an axis between a first position
in which the object is in a first orientation and a second
position in which the object is in a second orientation. The
system 100 further comprises at least three load cells 160
coupled to the frame 110 to collect mass data related to an
object positioned on the test platform 140, and a computer-
based processing device 180 coupled to the at least three load
cells.

In greater detail, in the embodiment depicted in FIGS. 1-3
the frame 110 comprises a four crossbars 112a, 1125, 112¢,
112d formed from a suitable material such as, e.g. steel,
aluminum, or the like. Crossbars 112a, 1125, 112¢, 1124,
which may be referred to collectively herein by reference
numeral 112, are connected to form a rigid, rectangular struc-
ture. One skilled in the art will recognize that the crossbars
could be formed from other materials in alternate geometric
shapes.

A test platform 140 is mounted to the crossbars 114, 116
and is supported on a first end by a hinge assembly 120 and on
an opposing end by a hoist 130. In the embodiment described
herein test platform 140 also comprises four crossbars 142a,
142b,142¢,142d formed from a suitable material suchas, e.g.
steel, aluminum, or the like. Crossbars 142a, 1425, 142c¢,
142d, which may be referred to collectively herein by refer-
ence numeral 142, are connected to form a rigid, rectangular
structure. One skilled in the art will recognize that the cross-
bars could be formed from other materials in alternate geo-
metric shapes.

Test platform 140 further comprises a mounting pad 144
onto which an object may be mounted. In the embodiment
depicted here the mounting pad is a substantially circular
structure steel pad mounted on the crossbars 1425, 142¢. One
skilled in the art will recognize that the mounting pad 144
could be formed from other materials in alternate geometric
shapes.

Hoist 130 is mounted between crossbar 1124 and crossbar
142d and functions to raise and lower crossbar 142d, thereby
rotating platform 140 about the C-axis extending through the
hinge assembly 120. Hoist 130 may be embodied as a hydrau-
lic hoist, an electric hoist, or the like. In the embodiment
depicted herein hoist 130 is coupled to motor 132 which
raises and lowers the hoist 130 to rotate platform 140 relative
to the frame 110.

A plurality of load cells 160a, 1605, 160c, 1604, which
may be referred to collectively by reference numeral 160, are
coupled to the frame 110 to collect data from loads positioned
on the frame 110. In one embodiment four load cells are
mounted on frame 110. Load cells 160a, 16054, 160c are
visible in FIG. 1. Load cell 1604 is behind platform 140 in the
perspective view of FIG. 1 and is therefore not visible. Load
cells 160 generate an output which is proportional to the force
applied to the load cell. Outputs from load cells 160 may be
amplified or otherwise processed and input to a computer-
based processing device 180.

Referring to FIGS. 2-3, in some embodiments the frame
110 may be mounted on a cart 170 such that the entire system
100 is mobile. Cart 170 comprises a four crossbars 172aq,
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172b,172¢,172d formed from a suitable material such as, e.g.
steel, aluminum, or the like. Crossbars 172a, 1725, 172c¢,
172d, which may be referred to collectively herein by refer-
ence numeral 172, are connected to form a rigid, rectangular
structure. One skilled in the art will recognize that the cross-
bars could be formed from other materials in alternate geo-
metric shapes. Frame 170 is mounted on wheels 174a, 1745,
174c¢, 174d, which may be referred to collectively herein by
reference numeral 174, and which are adapted to rest upon a
ground surface.

A coordinate system may be mapped onto the three-dimen-
sional space surrounding the platform 140. In one embodi-
ment a Cartesian coordinate system may be used to map the
space, with the x-axis extending in a direction substantially
parallel to the crossbar 112¢, the y-axis substantially parallel
to the crossbar 112a, and the z-axis substantially perpendicu-
lar to the plane defined by the x-axis and the y-axis. It may be
preferable for certain applications that the plane defined by
the x-axis and the y-axis are parallel or substantially parallel
to the ground surface, upon which the platform 140 rests. In
other embodiments the origin of the coordinate system may
be placed at load cell 1605. One skilled in the art will recog-
nize that the particular coordinate system is not critical to the
invention and that the space may be mapped using alternate
coordinate systems, e.g., polar coordinates, and that the ori-
entation of the coordinate system may be rotated or trans-
lated.

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of a computing system
180 which may be adapted to implement center of gravity
determination, according to one or more of the embodiments
described herein. Referring to FIG. 5, in one embodiment,
system 180 may include one or more accompanying input/
output devices including a display 502 having a screen 504,
one or more speakers 506, a keyboard 510, one or more other
1/0 device(s) 512, and a mouse 514. The other /O device(s)
512 may include a touch screen, a voice-activated input
device, a track ball, and any other device that allows the
system 180 to receive input from a user.

The system 180 includes system hardware 520 and
memory 530, which may be implemented as random access
memory and/or read-only memory. A file store 580 may be
communicatively coupled to system 180. File store 580 may
be internal to computing device 508 such as, e.g., one or more
hard drives, CD-ROM drives, DVD-ROM drives, or other
types of storage devices. File store 580 may also be external
to computer 508 such as, e.g., one or more external hard
drives, network attached storage, or a separate storage net-
work.

System hardware 520 may include one or more processors
522, at least two graphics processors 524, network interfaces
526, and bus structures 528. In one embodiment, processor
522 may be embodied as an Intel® Core2 Duo® processor
available from Intel Corporation, Santa Clara, Calif., USA.
As used herein, the term “processor” means any type of
computational element, such as but not limited to, a micro-
processor, a microcontroller, a complex instruction set com-
puting (CISC) microprocessor, a reduced instruction set
(RISC) microprocessor, a very long instruction word (VLIW)
microprocessor, or any other type of processor or processing
circuit.

Graphics processors 524 may function as adjunct proces-
sors that manage graphics and/or video operations. Graphics
processors 524 may be integrated onto the motherboard of
computing system 500 or may be coupled via an expansion
slot on the motherboard.

In one embodiment, network interface 526 could be a
wired interface such as an Ethernet interface (see, e.g., Insti-
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tute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers/IEEE 802.3-
2002) or a wireless interface such as an IEEE 802.11a, b or
g-compliant interface (see, e.g., IEEE Standard for IT-Tele-
communications and information exchange between systems
LAN/MAN-—Part II: Wireless LAN Medium Access Control
(MAC) and Physical Layer (PHY) specifications Amendment
4: Further Higher Data Rate Extension in the 2.4 GHz Band,
802.11G-2003). Another example of a wireless interface
would be a general packet radio service (GPRS) interface
(see, e.g., Guidelines on GPRS Handset Requirements, Glo-
bal System for Mobile Communications/GSM Association,
Ver. 3.0.1, December 2002).

Bus structures 528 connect various components of system
hardware 128. In one embodiment, bus structures 528 may be
one or more of several types of bus structure(s) including a
memory bus, a peripheral bus or external bus, and/or a local
bus using any variety of available bus architectures including,
but not limited to, 11-bit bus, Industrial Standard Architecture
(ISA), Micro-Channel Architecture (MSA), Extended ISA
(EISA), Intelligent Drive Electronics (IDE), VESA Local
Bus (VLB), Peripheral Component Interconnect (PCI), Uni-
versal Serial Bus (USB), Advanced Graphics Port (AGP),
Personal Computer Memory Card International Association
bus (PCMCIA), and Small Computer Systems Interface
(SCSI).

Memory 530 may include an operating system 540 for
managing operations of computing device 508. In one
embodiment, operating system 540 includes a hardware inter-
face module 554 that provides an interface to system hard-
ware 520. In addition, operating system 540 may include a file
system 550 that manages files used in the operation of com-
puting device 508 and a process control subsystem 552 that
manages processes executing on computing device 508.

Operating system 540 may include (or manage) one or
more communication interfaces that may operate in conjunc-
tion with system hardware 120 to transceive data packets
and/or data streams from a remote source. Operating system
540 may further include a system call interface module 542
that provides an interface between the operating system 540
and one or more application modules resident in memory 530.
Operating system 540 may be embodied as a UNIX operating
system or any derivative thereof (e.g., Linux, Solaris, etc.) or
as a Windows® brand operating system, or other operating
systems.

In various embodiments, the system 180 may be embodied
as a personal computer, a laptop computer, a personal digital
assistant, a mobile telephone, an entertainment device, or
another computing device.

In one embodiment, memory 530 includes one or more
logic modules embodied as logic instructions encoded on a
tangible, non transitory memory to impart functionality to the
system 180. The embodiment depicted in FIG. 5 comprises a
data collection module 562, and an analysis module 564.
Additional details about the process and operations imple-
mented by these modules are described with reference to
FIGS. 4A-4B, and FIG. 6 below.

In operation, the system 100 may be employed to deter-
mine the center of gravity in three-dimensional space of an
object mounted on the platform. The object may be irregular
in shape, volume, density, and distribution of mass. In brief
overview, in one embodiment an object may be positioned on
the platform 140 when the platform 140 is in a first position
substantially parallel with the frame. The data collection
module 562 collects data from the load cells 160 and the
analysis module 566 uses the data collected from the load
cells 160 to determine the center of gravity along the X-axis
and Y-axis. The hoist 130 is then activated to rotate the object
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through a predetermined angular range of motion, thereby
shifting the center of gravity of the object along the X-axis.
The change in the position of the center of gravity along the
X-axis may then be used to determine a position of the center
of gravity of the object in the Z-axis.

In greater detail, and referring to FIG. 6, in some embodi-
ments a calibration process may be implemented to determine
the center of gravity of the platform 140 when the platform is
in a substantially flat orientation, as depicted in FIG. 4A. By
way of example, the system 100 may be activated and the data
collection module 562 collects force data from each load cell
160. The analysis module 562 then calculates the gravita-
tional center of the platform 140 in the X-axis as follows:

Lx (M, + My)
Mg, +My+ M.+ My

EQ1
Xrigper, = ?

Where L is the distance between load cells 160a and 1605 or
between 160c and 1604 and M, M, M_, and M, represent the
measured loads at each of the load cells 160a through 160d.

The following variables are recorded:

Xp_oftset: The distance along the X-axis from the origin to
the C-axis extending through the hinge pivot point, 120.

Zp_offset: The distance along the Z-axis from the origin to
the C-axis extending through the hinge pivot point, 120.

Za: The distance along the Z-axis from the C-axis extend-
ing through the hinge pivot point, 120, to the plane of the
attachment point, 144.

M_rig: The total mass of the assembled structures 100 and
140 equal to the sum of load cells 160a, 1605, 160c and 1604.

X_rig_zero: The center of gravity along the X-axis of the
combined structure 100 and 140 at zero tilt angle calculated
from Equation 1.

The hoist is then activated to rotate platform 140 through a
predetermined angle 6 about a C-axis extending through the
hinge assembly 120. In some embodiments the predeter-
mined angle 6 measures between 1 degree and 10 degrees,
although angles greater than 10 degrees may be used. The
angle 6 may be determined using an inclinometer or similar
instrument. The center of gravity of the platform 140 along
the X-axis is then calculated using Equation (1) above. This
results in a mapping between the predetermined angle of
rotation 0 and the X-axis center of gravity, X_rig_angle. This
mapping may be stored in a memory module.

In some embodiments a single angle of rotation 6 may be
used. In other embodiments the calibration process may
rotate the platform incrementally through a range of prede-
termined angles 6 and may record the X-axis center of grav-
ity, X_rig_angle at each rotation angle 6. The values may be
stored in a data table or other suitable data structure in
memory 530 of system 180, or in the file store 580 coupled to
system 180.

Once the calibration data is stored in memory the system
100 may be used to determine the center of gravity of an
object mounted on platform 140. Thus, at operation 615 an
object is positioned on the platform when the platform isin a
first position. In some embodiments the first position corre-
sponds to the platform being positioned substantially parallel
to the frame 110, i.e., a rotation angle 0 of zero degrees. The
mass of the model is determined by:

EQ2

mmodel:mtot_mrig

Where m,,, .., represents the mass of the object mounted on
the platform 110, m,, represents the total mass measured by
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the load cells 160, and m,,, represents the mass of the plat-
form 140 measured by the load cells 160 during the calibra-
tion process.

At operation 620 the X-axis center of gravity of the object
relative to the pivot point defined by the C-axis extending
through the hinge assembly 120 may then be calculated using
the equation:

Xiotyory * Mot = Xrig g, * Mrig EQ 3
X, =
Mzero mmodg[
Where x,,_,.,., represents the X-axis center of gravity of the

object when the platform is not rotated, i.e., at arotation angle
of zero degrees, X,,,...,,, represents the x-axis center of gravity
of the object and the platform when the platform is not
rotated, i.e., at a rotation angle of zero degrees, and x,,,..,.,
represents the x-axis center of gravity of the platform when
the platform is not rotated, i.e., at a rotation angle of zero
degrees.

At operation 625 the object is rotated to a second orienta-
tion by activating the hoist assembly to rotate the platform
140 about the C-axis extending through the hinge assembly
120 to the predetermined rotation angle 0 at which the plat-
form was calibrated in operation 610.

At operation 630 the center gravity of the object relative to
the pivot point may then be calculated using the equation:

_ x’o’angle * Myor _xrigangle Mg EQ 4
Fangle = Wonodel
Wherex,,,,,,... represents the X-axis center of gravity of the

object when the platform is rotated at the rotation angle of 6
degrees, X,,,,,,.. represents the x-axis center of gravity of the
object and the platform when the platform is rotated at the
rotation angle of 6 degrees, and x,,,,,,,.;. represents the x-axis
center of gravity of the platform when the platform rotated at
the rotation angle of 0 degrees.

Atoperation 635 the changes in the X-axis center of gravity
may be used to determine the center of gravity of the object
along a Z-axis, substantially orthogonal to the plane defined
by the X-axis and the Y-axis. FIG. 7 is a schematic illustration
of a geometric model for center of gravity determination
according to embodiments. Referring to FIG. 7, in some
embodiments the center of gravity in the Z-axis may be deter-
mined using the equation:

EQS

1
Ze8apacn = X _
C8attach OJ[cosz{tml(%?(e_)X[)}

Where 7, /.4 tepresents the Z-axis center of gravity of
the object measured with reference to an attachment point of
the platform, X, represents the X-axis center of gravity of the
object when the platform 140 is in the initial position, i.e.,
disposed at a rotation angle of zero degrees, X, represents the
X-axis center of gravity when the platform 140 is in the
second position, i.e., disposed at a rotation angle of 0. In some
embodiments the attachment point may be displaced from the
pivot point defined by the C-axis extending through the hinge
assembly 140 by a distance a along the Z-axis. Thus, the term
Za represents the displacement of attachment point from the
pivot point along the Z-axis.
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The model depicted in FIG. 7 calculates the Z-axis center
of gravity using a coordinate system positioned at the attach-
ment point. In some embodiments it may be useful to translate
the coordinate system to a reference position measured from
an edge of the platform, as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4A-4B.
In such a coordinate system the X-axis may be translated by
an amount representing the pivot offset along the X-axis,
represented by Xp Offset in FIGS. 4A and 4B.

In this coordinate system the X-axis center of gravity of the
object oriented in the first position i.e., disposed at a rotation
angle of zero degrees may be determined as follows:

XM ero_pivor X Mzera=XD ogser EQ6

Where X, .., tepresents the X-axis center of gravity
in the coordinate system centered about the pivot point,
Xm,,,, represents the X-axis center of gravity in the coordi-
nate system measured from the edge of the platform, and
XPoge represents the X-axis offset between the two. Simi-
larly, the X-axis center of gravity of the object oriented in the
second position i.e., disposed at a rotation angle of 6 degrees
may be determined as follows:

X Mangle jivot:Xmangle_Xp offset EQ7

Where Xm,, .z, ,oim: Fepresents the X-axis center of gravity
in the coordinate system centered about the pivot point,
Xm,,,.,, represents the X-axis center of gravity in the coordi-
nate system measured from the edge of the platform, and
XPoper represents the X-axis offset between the two. In this
coordinate system the center of gravity in the Z-axis may be
calculated as follows:

IMgngen = szero,pivor EQ3

1

cos? {tan* L ( XMgero_pivor€0S(0) — Xangie_pivor

Xitzero_pivorsin(9)

-1l -Za

The (X,Y,Z) coordinates of the center of gravity of the
object may be stored in a memory module such as memory
530 or file store 580 of computing system 180. In some
embodiments the coordinates may be used in subsequent
operations in which in which the object may be mounted on a
device such as a pylon used in radar cross-section testing.

Thus, as described herein a system to determine the center
of gravity of an object determines the center of gravity in an
X-Y plane when the object is disposed on a platform in a first
orientation.

Reference in the specification to “one embodiment” or
“some embodiments” means that a particular feature, struc-
ture, or characteristic described in connection with the
embodiment is included in at least an implementation. The
appearances of the phrase “in one embodiment” in various
places in the specification may or may not be all referring to
the same embodiment.

Although embodiments have been described in language
specific to structural features and/or methodological acts, it is
to be understood that claimed subject matter may not be
limited to the specific features or acts described. Rather, the
specific features and acts are disclosed as sample forms of
implementing the claimed subject matter.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

positioning an object on a test platform in a first orientation
while the test platform is in a first platform position,
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wherein the test platform is configured with a hoist
coupled to a motor to rotate the test platform via a hinge
assembly;
determining a first position of a center of gravity of the
object along a first axis when the object is in the first
orientation, wherein the first axis is orthogonal to a
second axis;
using the hoist coupled to the motor to rotate the test
platform about the second axis by an angle to position
the object in a second orientation, wherein the first ori-
entation is distinct from the second orientation, and
wherein the angle is selected independent of the first
position and the first platform position;
determining a second position of the center of gravity along
the first axis when the object is in the second orientation;
and
determining a third position of the center of gravity along a
third axis based on the first position and the second
position, wherein the third axis is orthogonal to the first
axis and the second axis.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the test platform is
oriented substantially parallel to a ground surface when the
object is in the first orientation.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the test platform is
oriented at a second angle with respect to a ground surface
when the object is in the first orientation.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the first
position comprises:
receiving load data from three load cells coupled to the test
platform; and
determining the first position based on the load data.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein the angle is between 2
degrees and 15 degrees.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first axis, the second
axis, and the third axis are axes of an orthogonal coordinate
system.
7. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
a platform center of gravity of the test platform in three-
dimensional space in the first orientation and the second
orientation, wherein the third position is determined based on
the platform center of gravity.
8. A system comprising:
a frame;
a test platform coupled to the frame, wherein the test plat-
form is configured to mount an object, wherein the test
platform is configured with a hoist coupled to a motor to
rotate the test platform via a hinge assembly about a first
axis between a first platform position in which the object
is in a first orientation and a second platform position in
which the object is in a second orientation, wherein the
first orientation is distinct from the second orientation,
and wherein the first axis is orthogonal to a second axis
and a third axis;
three load cells coupled to the frame, wherein the three load
cells are configured to collect load data related to the
object when the object is mounted on the test platform;
and
a processing device coupled to the three load cells and
comprising logic instruction stored in a non-transitory
computer readable medium which, when executed by
the processing device, causes the processing device to:
receive a first data set from the three load cells when the
object is in the first orientation;

determine a first position of a center of gravity of the
object along the second axis when the object is in the
first orientation;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

10

rotate the test platform by an angle to position the object
in the second orientation, wherein the angle is
selected independent of the first position and the first
platform position;

receive a second data set from the three load cells when
the object is in the second orientation;

determine a second position of the center of gravity
along the second axis when the object is in the second
orientation; and

determine a third position of the center of gravity along
the third axis based on the first position and the second
position.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the object is oriented
substantially parallel to a ground surface when the object is in
the first orientation.

10. The system of claim 8, wherein the object is oriented at
a second angle with respect to a ground surface when the
object is in the first orientation.

11. The system of claim 8, wherein the angle is between 2
degrees and 15 degrees.

12. The system of claim 8, wherein the first axis, the second
axis, and the third axis are axes of an orthogonal coordinate
system.

13. The system of claim 8, wherein the processing device
further comprises logic instruction stored in the non-transi-
tory computer readable medium which, when executed by the
processing device, configures the processing device to deter-
mine a platform center of gravity of the test platform in
three-dimensional space in the first orientation and the second
orientation, wherein the third position is further determined
based on the platform center of gravity.

14. A computer-based system comprising:

a non-transitory memory module;

a computer-based processing device coupled to the non-

transitory memory module; and

logic instruction stored in the non-transitory memory mod-

ule which, when executed by the computer-based pro-

cessing device, configures the computer-based process-

ing device to:

receive a first data set from three load cells coupled to a
test platform holding an object in a first orientation
while the test platform is in a first platform position,
wherein the test platform is configured with a hoist
coupled to a motor to rotate the test platform via a
hinge assembly;

determine a first position of a center of gravity of the
object along a first axis in three dimensional space
when the object is in the first orientation, wherein the
first axis is orthogonal to a second axis;

cause the hoist coupled to the motor to rotate the test
platform to rotate the object about the second axis by
an angle to position the object in a second orientation,
wherein the angle is selected independent of the first
position and the first platform position, and wherein
the first orientation is distinct from the second orien-
tation;

receive a second data set from the three load cells when
the object is positioned on the test platform in the
second orientation;

determine a second position of the center of gravity
along the first axis when the object is in the second
orientation; and

determine a third position of the center of gravity along
a third axis based on the first position and the second
position, wherein the third axis is orthogonal to the
first axis.
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15. The computer-based system of claim 14, wherein the
object is oriented substantially parallel to a ground surface
when the object is in the first orientation.

16. The computer-based system of claim 14, wherein the
object is oriented at a second angle with respect to a ground
surface when the object is in the first orientation.

17. The computer-based system of claim 14, wherein the
angle is between 2 degrees and 15 degrees.

18. The computer-based system of claim 14, wherein the
first axis, the second axis, and the third axis are axes of an
orthogonal coordinate system.

19. The computer-based system of claim 14, further com-
prising logic instructions which, when executed by the com-
puter-based processing device, configures the computer-
based processing device to determine a platform center of
gravity of the test platform in three-dimensional space in the
first orientation and the second orientation, wherein the third
position is further determined based on the platform center Of
gravity.
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